Going Further 

Study One: 

People of the New Covenant:

The covenant with Noah was the first of several covenants.  It is God who takes the initiative, thus Christians are people of the New Covenant.  

For Christians we live into our covenant with Christ by living into our baptism; the baptismal promises.  

People come to know God and Christ in many and various ways as Scripture highlights.  In the Old Testament we read about God’s calling various people, but each call is different.  Consider the call of Samuel; he was a young person in the temple. Eli became an important person in understanding the call (1 Samuel 3). Isaiah responded to the majesty and glory of God in the Temple and said to God “Here am I send me” (Isaiah 6:1-8).  Jeremiah learnt that God had a call on his life before he was born and that God would equip him for his ministry, even though he was young and did not know how to speak (Jeremiah 1:4-10).  

In the New Testament, the new Covenant, we have several calls that are just as diverse. In Matthew 4:18-22 we have the call of the fishermen who left their trade of fishing to follow Jesus. In John 1:43-51 we have the call of Philip and Nathanael.  Philip finds Nathanael. Nathanael is shocked when he finds out how Jesus knew him.  In Acts 9:1-19, we have dramatic call of Paul on the Damascus Road. 

These are only some of the call accounts in Scripture. They highlight that each of us is different, that God relates differently to each one of us, and each of us enter into a covenant with God. 

· Share how you came to know God and how you have entered into a covenant relationship with Christ. 

·  How do you maintain your covenant relationship with Christ so that you have a lively and life giving faith? 

When a person knows Christ, they give their commitment public expression in being baptised. (Infants and young children are baptised because of the faith of the adults who bring them, promising to bring the children up in the life and faith of Christ.)  Living into our baptismal promises is living into our covenant with Christ. 

There are four promises: 

I turn to Christ:
Each baptism is an occasion for people to clearly state that they have turned to Christ and that they seek to live in the light of Christ.  It is a lifelong commitment, a lifelong covenant. Yes this promise is made in a public forum but it is also a daily promise. 

 In what ways do you seek to turn to Christ daily so that our covenant with Christ is meaningful?

 I repent of my sin:  

We all sin.  The great news is that God forgives if we truly repent. (Sometimes I hear people say that God forgives, and that it true, but we need to truly repent first.) It has been my experience that people need to have both sin and repentance explained.  We can no longer assume people know.  What is sin?  What is repentance?  How would you answer these two questions? 

I reject selfish living and all that is false and unjust 

This is a new promise since 1995.  It goes to the heart of the issues raised in study five.  It highlights that our promises, our covenant with Christ, have to be lived out.  There are many who would say that there is quite a deal of selfishness in society today.  People look out for No. 1. In what ways can your life show that Christians can have a fulfilled in Christ rather than focussing on self?  

Injustice is a big issue that needs to be addressed both at the micro and macro levels. What are some of the challenges in addressing injustices as a Christian today?  As a Church do we need to be more prophetic?

I renounce evil.     

It was Edmund Burke who said and I paraphrase; evil flourishes when good people to do nothing.  Evil exists.  As a Church it is important that we address the reality of evil.  In what ways do you seek to address evil as a Church and as an individual Christian?

